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The Setonian Foundation

of Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity
444 Westgate Drive      Edison, NJ 08820

October 2, 2009
Mr. Joseph P. La Sala, Chair, 

Presidential Search and Screen Committee

c/o McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney & Carpenter

PO Box 2075

Morristown, NJ 07962-2075

Dear Mr. La Sala:

At its September 26th meeting, the Board of Directors of The Setonian Foundation of Phi Kappa Theta Fraternity voted unanimously to recommend the Rev. Paul A. Holmes, S.T.D. ’77 for appointment as the next President of Seton Hall University. 
The Setonian Foundation is the alumni chapter of New Jersey Phi Beta Chapter of Phi Kappa Theta National Fraternity at Seton Hall and an official SHU alumni club. It was incorporated on July 7, 1962 as a non-profit, tax-exempt organization to “promote, secure and encourage the religious, academic, cultural, social, educational, scientific and literary advancement of its members and the students of Seton Hall.” More than 1,000 Phi Kappa Theta/Seton Hall alumni are members of the foundation.
Phi Kappa Theta, a national collegiate fraternity with 50 undergraduate chapters and 48 alumni chapters throughout the country, was founded as the first Catholic fraternity at Brown University in 1889. NJ Phi Beta Chapter of PKT was chartered on April 28, 1962 and was the first national fraternity to be approved by Seton Hall. 
Rev. Paul A. Holmes is uniquely qualified to succeed Msgr. Sheeran. Since 1988, he has compiled an exemplary record of diversified service to Seton Hall in a variety of high-ranking administrative and academic positions, including seven years as a Vice President.

As Interim Executive Vice President for Administration, Father Holmes is responsible for overseeing Finance and Technology, General Counsel, Student Affairs and Human Resources. Previously, he served as Vice President and Assistant to the President; Vice President; Vice President and Interim Dean, Whitehead School of Diplomacy & International Relations; and Seton  Hall’s first Vice President for Mission and Ministry. 
Among the many other leadership positions he has held, Father Holmes has been a member of the President’s Executive Cabinet; Secretary Designee, Board of Regents; Vice-Chair, Faculty Senate; University Judicial Officer; Associate Provost for Academic Administration; Carl. J. Peter Chair of Preaching, North American College, Rome; and Professor of Moral and Sacramental Theology. He also was Associate Director, Office of Worship and a Marriage Tribunal Judge for the Archdiocese of Newark.  
In addition, Father Holmes is an honorary member of Phi Kappa Theta and serves as chaplain of the undergraduate and alumni chapters of PKT at Seton Hall. 
Father Holmes has gained the respect and trust of all segments of the university community – from students, clergy, administrators and faculty members to deans, regents and trustees. He is well liked and highly regarded as a thoughtful person who values all points of view and who can be relied upon to make decisions in a fair and timely way.  
Also, Father Holmes would continue to promote and strengthen the Catholic mission of Seton Hall. He is a dynamic preacher whose sermons inspire faith in God and the church and is a prolific author who has written/edited numerous publications, articles and books.  

In difficult economic times such as these, Seton Hall needs an accomplished, proven leader who can assume the duties of President without undue delay or disruption. It is not a time for on-the-job training. Father Holmes offers Seton Hall the best opportunity to effectuate a smooth and seamless transition of power.   
In summary, the Rev. Paul A. Holmes possesses the knowledge and experience to build on Msgr. Sheeran’s outstanding record of achievement while fostering his own vision for advancing Seton Hall in the years ahead. We believe he is the obvious and logical choice.
Sincerely, 

Brandon Brewster

President
c:  Bernard R. Jones, Isaacson, Miller
     Members, Board of Directors, The Setonian Foundation     
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